POLICY ON KEEPING PETS IN YOUR COUNCIL HOME
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Council Policy on Pets in Council Houses
Can I keep a pet in my council home?
You are normally allowed to keep pets in your council home, as long as they are well cared for and responsibly kept.  The home must be suitable for their needs.  
Do I need permission to keep a pet?

You should ask for permission at your housing office before you get a pet, and let them know how many and what breed they are.  The housing office will need to know whether there are any animals in your house in case there is an emergency, such as a fire or a flood.

We will not refuse permission unless there is a good reason, and we will explain that reason to you.  

What types of council home are unsuitable for pets?
Some properties are not suitable for keeping certain types of animals.  You should not keep dogs, cats or any other animals which need outdoor exercise in homes where there is a communal entrance, such as flats and maisonettes, and some sheltered housing schemes.  You should keep rabbits and guinea pigs in gardens, so a property without a private garden is not suitable.  Communal gardens are not suitable for keeping pets.
What types of animals are allowed?

If your home is suitable, you may keep most domestic animals including cats, dogs, rabbits, rodents, fish, caged birds such as budgies and parrots, and reptiles such as lizards.  You should keep pets securely where they cannot escape, and make sure all animals have enough room for exercise.

Guide dogs and other support dogs will always be allowed.

What types of animals are not allowed?

You must not keep any animal which is illegal.  There are four breeds of dangerous dogs which are illegal – pit bull terriers, Japanese tosas, the Dogo Argentinos and the Fila Brasileiros.  Cross breeds of these dogs are also illegal.  If you keep any of these dogs, you could be prosecuted.
Dogs of other breeds, such as rotweillers, are dangerous dogs if they have ever attacked a person in public.  Keeping these is also illegal.
You must not keep any wild animals, such as crocodiles, big cats, wolves etc.

You must not keep any other animal which may be dangerous, such as a poisonous snake or a poisonous spider.
Other animals which you must not keep in you council home include livestock, horses and poultry.  If you want to keep pigeons, you must be a member of the Royal Racing Pigeon Society.
How many pets can I keep?

You should not keep more than two cats, dogs or rabbits.  You may keep more small animals such as gerbils, mice, guinea pigs, fish, birds and reptiles as long as they are kept in tanks / cages which are big enough for them and they have enough room for exercise.
Can I breed animals in my council house?

You must not breed animals in your council home.  Council houses are unsuitable for commercial breeding.  All pets should be neutered to help reduce the number of unwanted animals.  
Small animals such as guinea pigs and gerbils can breed very quickly, so it is important to have them neutered early, or only keep pairs of the same sex.

What if I break any of these rules?

Your tenancy agreement says that if you keep pets, you must stick to the conditions of this Policy, and that you must keep your animals in a responsible manner.  If you break any of these rules in this policy, or if you do not keep your animals in a responsible manner, we will be able to take action against you for breaching your tenancy agreement.  This could include eviction from your home.
Your Responsibilities
What is responsible pet owning?

Most pet owners are responsible, and care for their animals properly.  It is important that anybody considering keeping a pet should realise what their responsibilities will be.  
When you get permission to keep a pet, you are agreeing to keep them in a responsible manner.  Some things you will need to do are:

· Make sure that animals are well fed and always have access to clean drinking water

· Keep them safe and warm enough at all times

· Take pets to the vet whenever they are ill, or need any other attention, eg for fleas
· Give them enough exercise, and keep dogs on leads when walking them in public
· Make proper arrangements for their care if you go away overnight, or for longer

· Keep animals in a places suitable for their needs, eg keep guinea pigs outdoors

· Make sure all animals in tanks or cages have enough room and are not overcrowded
· Clean up any mess that dogs make in public places

· Keep animals under control at all times

· Take into account the animal's individual needs.  For instance, very timid animals may need to be kept away from other animals or from children.

Some things you must not do are:

· Allow pets to stray or roam
· Allow them to annoy or frighten anybody else.  

· Allow animals to cause nuisance to anybody else, eg by making too much noise

· Tether or chain animals

· Allow them to damage anybody's property, including your own council home

· Neglect or mistreat the animal in any way.  Cruelty to animals is a criminal offence, and you can be prosecuted if you are cruel to your pet.

What can I do if I can't afford vets' bills?

There are a number of organisations which can help you with the cost of pet care.  
The RSPCA can give a discount on the cost of neutering for people who are on benefits.  You can phone them on 0113 2489139 and they will explain what you need to do.  Cats Protection (0870 099099) can help with the cost of neutering cats.
The PDSA will provide pet care for people on benefits or on low incomes, but they can't provide neutering or preventative measures (such as vaccinations or worming).  To find out if you are eligible for help, phone them on 0800 7312502.
What if I can't look after my pet any more?

You must find another home for your pet if it becomes too difficult for you to look after it properly.  If you can't find a friend or neighbour who would like to keep it, you can contact the RSPCA.  There are also a number of other organisations who will take animals for rehoming.  
The RSPCA will not take any dog which has ever bitten or attacked a person.

What should I do if my dog attacks a person?

If a dog attacks a person in public, it is legally classed as a Dangerous Dog, and it is illegal to keep it.  You will need have the dog put down.  
If a dog attacks a person in private, you must not keep it in your council home.  You must have the dog put down.  Animals which may be dangerous are not allowed in council homes and we can take action against you if continue to keep it.  This could include eviction from your home.
Problems with other people's animals
What should I do if I think my neighbour is keeping an illegal dog?

Keeping an illegal dog is a police matter, and you should contact the police.  You will not need to give your name if you prefer not to.

If your neighbour's dog attacks a person in public, you should also report this to the police, if your neighbour doesn't do anything about it.
What should I do if a neighbour's pets are causing nuisance?

You should talk to your neighbour first, and try to sort out any problems between you.  If the nuisance carries on, you can report it to your Housing Office.

What should I do if I think a neighbour is neglecting or being cruel to their pets?
You can contact the RSPCA on their National Cruelty and Advice Line, 0870 5555999.  In very serious cases of cruelty, you should contact the police.
Useful contacts

RSPCA
National Cruelty and Advice Line (24 hr)

0870 5555999

General Enquiries  (Office hours)


0870 3335999

Leeds Branch




0113 2489139

RSPCA Headquarters

Wilberforce Way

Southwater

Horsham

RH13 9RS

www.rspca.org.uk
Cats Protection

Helpline
08702 099099 


www.cats.org.uk
Dogs Trust

Enquiries
020 78370006

www.dogstrust.org.uk
PDSA

Enquiries
0800 9172502

Eligibility for help with vets' bills
0800 9172509

www.pdsa.org.uk
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